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2002-2004 JSPS Fellowship:
A personal perspective

Å Where?
Å Why?
Å What?
Å How?
Å A retrospective
Å Summary



Where?
Å Kyoto

Tokyo 8.0 mil
Yokohama 3.4 mil
Osaka 2.5 mil
Nagoya 2.1 mil
Sapporo 1.8 mil
Kobe 1.5 million
Kyoto 1.4 million
Fukuoka 1.3 mil
Hiroshima 1.1 mil



Kyoto
Å Ancient capital known for its 

many beautiful old temples 
and gardens

Å Also academic research 



Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine



Why?
Å For the science
Å For my career
Å For the adventure



What?
Å Ophthalmic research 
Å Corneal Stem Cell Transplantation

Vision seriously impaired ï
Cloudy cornea

(Stevens-Johnson syndrome)

Vision restored ï
Transparent cornea



Ex vivo expansion of corneal stem cells
on amniotic membrane


