
We are delighted to invite you to the above symposium on Risk in East Asia: Perspectives from politics, market 
and society. The symposium is a collaborative endeavour by the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS), Japan's leading funding agency for the advancement of all fields of humanities, and social sciences, as 
well as natural and medical sciences and engineering; the National Institute of Japanese Studies (NIJS), the UK's 
only international Centre of Excellence in Japanese Studies between the Universities of Sheffield and Leeds 
funded by the Economic and Social Research Council, the Arts and Humanities Research Council and the Higher 
Education Funding Council for England; and Doshisha University, one of Japan's leading higher education 
institutions committed to the study of global  issues and risk.  
Citizens around the world face a range of risks in their everyday lives, yet so far a theoretically informed and 
empirically rich analysis of the political, market and societal implications of these risks has focused almost 
exclusively on the industrially developed countries of the West, neglecting East Asia. This symposium aims to 
move the intellectual exploration of risk forward by bringing together authoritative scholars from East Asia, 
Europe and North America to analyze risk in East Asia, with a particular focus on China and Japan. The speakers 
will examine how developed Japan and developing China have responded to different types of risks, providing 
cutting-edge insights from the perspectives of politics, market and society. The symposium will provide an 
unparalleled opportunity to promote dialogue on issues of common concern. We look forward to welcoming you 
to the event. 

To register your attendance please contact 
Mr Yamaguchi by Thursday 5th July, 2007  

JSPS London Office 
12 Berkeley Street, London W1J 8DT, UK
yamaguchi@jsps.org  
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Organized by 

National Institute of Japanese Studies*, 
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, London Office 
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Saturday 14th July, 2007 
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Tapestry Room, Firth Hall, University of Sheffield** 

*NIJS is an international centre of excellence between the Universities of Sheffield and Leeds, part of the White Rose East Asia Centre (http://www.wreac.org/) 

sponsored by 
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation 
Great Britain Sasakawa Foundation 

White Rose East Asia Centre 
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** For Maps and Travel Advice, please see http://www.sheffield.ac.uk/visitors/mapsandtravel. 



 

 
 
 
 

Speakers 

 

David C. Christiani 
Professor of Occupational 
Medicine and Epidemiology; 
Director, Occupational Health 
Program,  
Harvard School of Public Health 
  

Kariya Takehiko  
Professor 
Graduate School of Education,  
University of Tokyo 

    

 

Iwata Masami  
Professor of Social Welfare 
Japan’s Women’s University 
 
 

 

Sjaak Swart 
Assistant Professor, Science & 
Society Group 
Faculty of Mathematics & Natural 
Sciences 
University of Groningen 
 

    

Chairs 
 Hugo Dobson 

Senior Lecturer in the 
International Relations of Japan 
University of Sheffield and 
National Institute of Japanese 
Studies 

 

Takeda Hiroko 
Lecturer in Japanese Studies 
University of Sheffield and National 
Institute of Japanese Studies 

    
Discussants 

 

Heather Zhang 
Senior Lecturer in Chinese 
Studies 
University of Leeds and 
National Institute of Chinese 
Studies 
 

 

Karen Shire 
Professor of Comparative 
Sociology and Japanese Society 
University of Duisburg-Essen 

    

 

Peter Cave 
Lecturer in Japanese Studies 
Manchester University 
 
 
 
 
  

Flemming Christiansen 
Professor of Chinese Studies 
University of Leeds and Director, 
National Institute of Chinese 
Studies 
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Risk in East Asia: perspectives from politics, market and society

Saturday 14th July, 2007 



 

Programme 
   
12:00 – 12:55  Arrival and Registration 
   
13:00 – 13:30  Opening Addresses 

Glenn D. Hook,  University of Sheffield and National Institute of Japanese Studies 
Matsuo Hiromichi,  Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
Hatta Eiji,  Doshisha University 
Introduction to the Symposium 
Hasegawa Harukiyo,  Doshisha University 

   
13:30 – 15:00  Session I 

Chair: Hugo Dobson, University of Sheffield and National Institute of Japanese Studies 
   
  “Occupational Health Risks in China” 

David C. Christiani, Harvard University  
    
  “Poverty Risk: Japanese responses to growing signs of  poverty and social 

exclusion” 
Iwata Masami, Japan Women’s University 

   
  Discussion 

Heather Zhang, University of Leeds and National Institute of Chinese Studies  
Karen Shire, University of Duisburg-Essen  

   
15:00 – 15:30  Coffee Break 
   
15:30 – 17:00  Session II 

Chair: Takeda Hiroko, University of Sheffield and National Institute of Japanese Studies
   
  “Broken Social Safety-nets and Individualized Risks: Examining Socio-Educational 

Mobility” 
Kariya Takehiko, University of Tokyo  

   
  “Risk Perceptions of GM-crops: The Chinese case” 

 Sjaak Swart, University of Groningen  
   
  Discussion 

Peter Cave, Manchester University  
Flemming Christiansen, University of Leeds and National Institute of Chinese Studies 

   
17:00 – 17:30  Panel discussion and Q & A 
   
17:30 – 17:35  Closing Address 

Furukawa Yuko, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science, London Office 
   
17:45 – 18:45  Reception  
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Profiles 
David C. CHRISTIANI (dchris@hsph.harvard.edu) is 
Professor of Occupational Medicine and Epidemiology 
and Director of Occupational Health Program at Harvard 
School of Public Health, USA. He is also Professor of 
Medicine at Harvard Medical School and Physician, 
Pulmonary and Critical Care Unit at MGH. He has been 
an Honorary Professor at Fudan University and 
Tongji/Huazhong University.  

KARIYA Takehiko (tkariya@educhan.p.u-tokyo.ac.jp) is 
Professor of the Graduate School of Education, the 
University of Tokyo. He is a specialist in the sociology of 
education, and obtained his PhD from Northwestern 
University.  
 

IWATA Masami (masa77@pp.iij4u.or.jp) is Professor of 
Social Welfare and former Dean of the Faculty of 
Integrated Arts and Social Sciences at Japan Women’s 
University in Tokyo, Japan. She is also a member of the 
Social Security Council of the Japanese government. 

Jac. (Sjaak)  A. A. SWART (j.a.a.swart@rug.nl) is 
assistant professor in science & technology studies at 
Science & Society Group of Faculty of Mathematics & 
Natural Sciences, University of Groningen, Netherlands. 
He was educated in the fields of agriculture, biology, and 
philosophy.  

Chairs  

Hugo DOBSON (h.dobson@sheffield.ac.uk) is Senior 
Lecturer in the international relations of Japan in the School 
of East Asian Studies and National Institute for Japanese 
Studies at the University of Sheffield. His research interests 
are in Japan's international relations, the G8 and global 
governance, and the role of images in international 
relations.  

TAKEDA Hiroko (h.takeda@sheffield.ac.uk) is Lecturer in 
Japanese Studies in School of East Asian Studies, University 
of Sheffield and Research Director of the cluster on Social 
Change and Transition in East Asia at the National Institute 
of Japanese Studies.  Her research interests are in gender 
and social theory. 

Discussants  

Heather Xiaoquan ZHANG (eashz@leeds.ac.uk) is 
Lecturer in Chinese Studies in Department of East Asian 
Studies, University of Leeds. Her research interests are in 
socio-economic and human development in China and 
Southeast Asia, global-local linkages, power politics and 
the impact of globalization on development, gender, 
particularly in respect of educational reform and history 
education. 

Karen SHIRE (karen.shire@uni-duisburg-essen.de) is 
Professor of Comparative Sociology and Japanese Society 
in the Institutes of Sociology and East Asian Studies at the 
University Duisburg-Essen, Germany. Her research covers 
social institutional and organizational change in 
comparative perspective, in relation to social risks and 
social inequality.  

Peter CAVE (peter.cave@manchester.ac.uk) takes up a 
position as Lecturer in Japanese Studies at Manchester 
University in August 2007. His research focuses on 
Japanese education in comparative and anthropological 
perspective, and his publications include articles on 
Japanese educational reform, history education in Japan and 
England, and Japanese school clubs.  

Flemming CHRISTIANSEN (f.christiansen@leeds.ac.uk) 
is Professor of Chinese Studies in the Department of East 
Asian Studies, University of Leeds and Director of the 
National Institute of Chinese Studies. His research interests 
are in Chinese politics, society and social change.  

Organizers  
Glenn D. HOOK (g.hook@sheffield.ac.uk) is Professor of 
Japanese Politics and International Relations and Director 
of the Graduate School of East Asian Studies, the 
University of Sheffield. He is also Director of National 
Institute of Japanese Studies (NIJS).  His research interests 
are in Japanese politics, international relations and security, 
particularly in relation to East Asia. 

HATTA Eiji (ehatta@mail.doshisha.ac.jp) is president of 
Doshisha University (since 1998) and Professor of 
Economics specializing in industrial organization and 
quantitative analysis. He has numerous publications and 
holds distinguished positions both in central and local 
governments. He presently serves as Chairman of the 
University Consortium in Kyoto. 

FURUKAWA Yuko (furukawa@jsps.org) is Director of 
London Office, Japan Society for the Promotion of Science 
(JSPS), and Professor of National Institution of Academic 
Degrees and University Evaluation. She is also Advisor 
(International) of Kyushu University and National Institutes 
for Natural Sciences. 

HASEGAWA Harukiyo (hhasegaw@mail.doshisha.ac.jp) 
is Professor in the Doshisha Business School, Kyoto, and 
an Honorary Fellow of the White Rose East Asia Centre. 
His research interests are in Japanese business, 
globalization and human resource management. He is 
general editor of Asian Business & Management 
(PalgraveMacmillan). 

MATSUO Hiromichi (hmatsuo@jsps.go.jp) is Director of 
International Program Department, Japan Society for the 
Promotion of Science (JSPS). 
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