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Recent Activities

JSPS London Symposium Scheme

Loch Lomond Symposium on Action

Anticipation
University of Strathclyde

Wednesday 2nd — Friday 4th September 2015

JSPS London supports JSPS Alumni members

holding Japan-UK symposium.

Dr Jonathan Delafield-Butt, senior lecturer of
University of Strathclyde, Organizer of this
supported by JSPS London
long history of Japan-UK
collaboration and its flourishing outcomes.

symposium
reports the

This unique conference examined the
role of action anticipation in child
development, learning, and health. It
was supported jointly by JSPS London and
the University of Strathclyde, and had
some historic resonance of a personal, as
well as scientific, nature. Forty years ago,
a similar meeting was held at Ross Priory.
It was attended by a young lecturer, then
just beginning his career at the University
of Edinburgh in child psychology, Dr.
Colwyn Trevarthen. Together with
colleagues Prof. Jerome Bruner from
Harvard and Dr Daniel Stern from New
York, the conference discussed the role
of non-verbal communication in infant
and child development, and the book
published from the meeting became
something of a classic in the field.

All three scientists challenged the status
quo in developmental psychology,
questioning the importance of agency
and emotion in infant development,

claiming it was significant and important

for developmental health when the fields

of psychology and paediatrics had
dismissed such early communication as
psychologically invalid. All  three
individuals eventually won the argument,
and we are seeing the results of their
work today in improved clinical care for
infants, improved early years policy in
education and social support, and
improved techniques of medical practice
that attend to the child as an emotional
and purposeful individual. Prof.
Trevarthen is now regarded as the most
highly cited psychologist in the United
Kingdom; Prof. Jerome Bruner, who turns
100 this year, is cited as one of the 20th
Century’s most influential psychologists;
and Prof. Daniel Stern bridged psychiatry,
paediatrics, and psychology to establish
the growing field of infant mental health.

The book that this meeting produced
came into the hands of a young primate
researcher in Japan interested in parent-

infant behavioural patterns and their

14

importance in learning, a young Dr. Koichi

Negayama, the scientific lead on the

Japanese side for our symposium.

Negayama — now Prof. Negayama — had

become interested in
development
with its

him view

psychological/behavioural

as active, participatory, and emotional
from the beginning of life, conveying
meaning and sharing feeling through the
structure of body movement, a view

shared with ethology. Inspired by this

new perspective in psychology,

Negayama contacted Dr. Trevarthen and

came to Scotland some time later for two

productive sabbatical

programmes.

Fittingly, Prof. Negayama opened the
JSPS Loch Lomond Symposium on Action

Anticipation this year with his personal

account of this cycle of connection.

recalled how it was the book produced at

this place forty years ago that brought

human

and the book impressed

development

research
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him to Prof. Trevarthen, how it was Prof.

Trevarthen who, some years later,
brought him to Dr. Jonathan Delafield-
Butt for his third sabbatical in Scotland,
in 2010. And how it was through our
collaboration for shared research that
brought him to Ross Priory, where the
work first began.

T.S. Elliot’s famous verse, “We shall not
cease from exploration, and the end of
all our exploring will be to arrive where
we started, and know the place for the
first time,” speaks to us of the dialectic
of scientific discourse, a journey of
discovery that returns us to where we
begin, now enriched with new
knowledge and depth of understanding.
In the recursive discourse of child
psychology, Ross Priory plays a role. But
the end is not yet in sight. We trace and
re-trace familiar paths, not only in our
academic re-working of ideas with new
data and in re-presenting familiar ideas
in new ways, but in the people and

places we interact with who help us to

make the knowledge we create, together.

The cyclic nature of learning, a repetition

of successful acts, brings joy and
satisfaction along with new knowledge
and new understanding. It is why many
of us do research, for the love of
knowledge and the joy in its process of
discovery.

This JSPS symposium, planned by Dr.
Jonathan Delafield-Butt and Prof. Koichi
valuable

Negayama together with

advance from Prof. Vasudevi Reddy, set
out to advance the state-of-the-art in
child development, with focus to action
anticipation as a key element in a child’s
sense of agency, in interaction with
others in learning, and in adaptation to
cultural practices. It brought together
select researchers from Japan and the UK
in order spearhead new collaborative
efforts between participants and to
generate research synergy in this
multidisciplinary field.

The symposium was held at the Ross
Priory, a beautiful estate on the shores
of Loch Lomond dating back to the 17th
Century and a unique University of
Strathclyde conference facility. Here in
the tranquillity of the Scottish Highlands
and away from the distractions of a busy
psychology,

anthropology, education, medicine, and

life, researchers from
neuroscience — from across the UK,
Japan, and Europe — were able to find
the time and space needed to benefit
from each others’ disciplines and
research, and to bridge cultures for a
shared, cross-disciplinary understanding
of this fundamental topic. | am happy to
report we did so with some success.
Twenty-five participants and speakers
met for two days of intensive talks, with
a third day given to private discussion
between invited speakers to share work-
in-progress and so afford opportunities
to collaborate on ongoing research

interests and energies. The symposium
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proceeded with each speaker delivering
a 30 minute talk, followed by 15 minutes
for open discussion. Each paper was
examined in depth to recognise overlaps
between interests and generate cross-
disciplinary fertilization.

Fitting the moment, Prof. Trevarthen
(Edinburgh) opened the symposium with
an overview of his 40+ years of research
on action anticipation in infancy, giving a
view of the child as an active,
participatory agent. He was followed by
(Edinburgh),

model

Prof. Dave Lee whose

mathematical of prospective
perception-action set a framework for
motor analysis. Prof. Becchio (Turin)

spoke of her work on intentional
movement in foetal development, and
its disruption in children with autism.
Prof. Takeshita (Shiga

important

Prefecture)
presented her work on
chimpanzee and human differences in
development of intentional movement,
citing evidence from brain growth
measures as important differentiators.
Finally, Dr. Nagy (Dundee) concluded the
day with new data on foetal and early
neonatal intentional communication.
The second day opened with Prof.
Negayama (Waseda; Japanese Scientific
Lead) presenting his work on cultural
differences of action anticipation and
social understanding in infant-parent
engagement patterns in Japan, United
States, and Scotland, including new work
This was

from our collaboration.
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followed by mathematical analysis from

Prof. Momose (Waseda) on the
sequential structure of mother-infant
play patterns. Prof. Kishimoto (Sacred

Heart) spoke of the role of dietic gesture

in pre-linguistic communication,
followed by two special doctoral
presentations on early social
understanding, by Ms. Rossmanith

(Portsmouth) and Mr. Reichelt (Queens)
on book sharing and sharing eye gaze,
respectively. Next, Dr. Katori (Keio)
shared data on the role of anticipation in
clinical cases of prematurely born infants
and infants whose mothers were
distressed showing how attention here
can improve mental and physiological
health, Takada’s

eloquent demonstration of early child-

followed by Prof.

child cultural development in the !Xun

tribe of north-central Namibia. This
penultimate talk shed light on Prof. Vasu

Reddy’s work on enculturation of infants

Lecture

in early parent-infant interactions in
UK. Prof. Reddy

Organising Committee)

India and the
(Portsmouth,
concluded the symposium with her
exposition on the topic, and its current
role in psychological research globally.
Altogether, this meeting proved a
fruitful re-union with colleagues and a
special opportunity to meet new ones. |
was fortunate to have had the
opportunity to meet many of the invited
speakers during a JSPS Invitation
Fellowship to Japan in 2013, on the back
of which Prof Negayama and | gave some
thought to bring this group of scientists
and scholars from Japan and the UK
together, with their complementary
knowledge and expertise. We generated
some research synergies between us and
the final day of work-in-progress
discussion gave opportunity to learn
about where the field is moving to, and

so where new collaborations could be

16

made.

colleagues will be going to Japan for
research and conference visits next year.
Prof. Trevarthen is in discussion with Dr.

Katori on analysis of clinical cases and

Prof. Reddy will visit

Negayama and Prof. Takada in Japan.
Prof. Negayama and | now enter a new
phase in our research programme, and

Prof. Takeshita and | aim to begin new

work.

The work continues, now strengthened

by this opportunity to share

knowledge, and expertise,

warm friends and colleagues, altogether
with a common purpose to understand
early childhood, and therefore to enable
the best professional care possible. |
would like to thank JSPS and JSPS London
for their support, without which this
enriched dialogue and continued growth

in child development between Japan and

the UK would not have been possible.

Ross Priory with stunning views of Loch
Lomond (University of Strathclyde)

In our next steps, several UK

with  Prof.

ideas,

between
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JSPS London Symposium Scheme

Deconstructing Boundaries:

Is ‘East Asian Art History’ possible?

School of Oriental and African Studies(SOAS),

University of London

Saturday 10th — Sunday 11th October 2015

JSPS London supports JBUK ( Japanese Researchers
based in the UK ) members holding symposiums to
promote Japan-UK research collaboration.

As Organizer, Dr Eriko Tomizawa-Kay, Lecturer of
University of East Anglia reports the symposium
with challenging perspectives based on Japan-UK

research collaboration.

The aim of this symposium was to give
insight into the changing boundaries and
concepts of ‘art’ in Japan and East Asia.
We have especially hoped to illuminate
the exchanges and dialogues that took
place among the artists of Japan and
other East Asian nations.

The birth of East Asian art history could
not have occurred without the symbiotic
relationships among various groups of
have challenged the

artists. Papers

existing geographic, temporal, and
generic paradigms that currently frame
the art history of East Asia. What was the
relationship between artistic production
and political discourse? What role did
abiding cultural legacies play in the
artistic development of East Asia at
large? At this conference, the discussions

regarding deconstructing the boundaries

of East Asian art was expanded to

include scholars from Chinese and
Korean art history.

This symposium should be identified as,
not only the second phase of the
previous June 2013 ‘International
Modern Japanese Art History Symposium
— New Boundaries in the Study of
Extending

Modern  Japanese  Art:

Geographical, Temporal and Generic
Paradigms’ — generously supported by
JSPS London - but also as a further
development of study with the key
theme, ‘Deconstructing Boundaries in
East Asian Art and Japanese Art History’.
In the previous conference, held in 2013,
around 150 people attended over the
course of the two-day event, including
leading Japanese art historians with a

broad area of expertise, and in particular
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Symposiuh speakers

with a fresh approach to art history in
terms of modern methodology and
historiography.

The symposium offered three key
themes: Constructing the idea of East
Asian Art in Japan; Japanese Academies
as a Centre; and War and Body,
presented by a total of sixteen speakers
including five keynotes speakers from
Japan.

This symposium was expected not only
to enhance the awareness of East Asian
Art studies from the global point of view,
but also strongly to promote study and
research for young scholars and students
in Japan.

Therefore, three representative Ph.D.
candidates from Japan presented papers
along with prominent scholars.
scholars

Both senior and junior
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presented their research in order to
stimulate the development of further
studies in the area. The participants
have had various backgrounds, such as
Japanese art history, Korean art history,
and Chinese art history.

Through the two-day conference in
2015, questions relating to methodology
in (re)constructing a broad history of
East Asian art had also been addressed
in this symposium. A wide range of
backgrounds were represented in the

audiences, not only people with East

Asian and European Art history
backgrounds, but also contemporary
artists, art critics, sociologist, and
international relations; furthermore

Lecture

people gathered together from East Asia,
the United States, and Europe, and
exchanged and shared their ideas during
the discussion time and built new
scholarly networks during the
symposium.

This symposium attracted a wide range
of scholars who have been not only
interested in Japanese art but also the
relationship with East Asian art history,
and also the new framework of ‘East
Asian Art’ and the definition of ‘Art
History.” Moreover, the symposium
speakers have shown a completely new
way in which to see and analyse
Japanese Art History to people that are

engaged in Japanese studies in Europe,

18

as well as to stimulate audiences with
the newest topics in Japanese art history.
The presentations and exchange of
information about research topics have
given a rare and important opportunity
for, in particular, young scholars to
create tight relationships in the near-
future, and to develop intellectual
communications beyond countries and
their study areas.

After successfully completing this
symposium, the anthology by speakers

will be published during FY2017.

Q&A session
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JSPS Open Partnership Joint Research Project
“Japan-ltaly-UK  Mini-workshop

Amyloidosis”

University College London

Monday 28th — Wednesday 30th September

2015

Prof Hironobu Naiki, University of Fukui,
Japanese Team Leader of the project reports
the kick-off meeting for the newly funded
JSPS Joint Research Project, showing project’s
strong
collaboration with Europe and the next

future direction based on his

generation’s passion.

On 28th to 30th September, 2015, we
visited London to hold the “Japan-Italy-
UK: Mini-workshop on Amyloidosis” at
the UCL Royal Free Campus. Our visit to
London was supported by the JSPS Joint
“Molecular

Research Project

pathogenesis of human amyloidosis
revealed by the synergistic interaction of
protein science and animal models”. This
project is part of our international
collaborative work with  Professor
Vittorio Bellotti of UCL.

Our history of interaction and
friendship started more than ten years
ago. On December, 2004, the 1st Italian-
Workshop

amyloidosis:

Japanese “Dialysis-related

from molecular
mechanisms to therapies” was held in
Pavia, Italy, organized by Professors
Vittorio Bellotti, Rino Esposito and Yuji
Goto, who all again took part in this
mini-workshop. Many Japanese
investigators including myself attended
the Pavia workshop. Ten years later,
Japan-Hungary Seminar “Mechanism
and regulation of aberrant protein
aggregation” was held on November,
2014, in Osaka, Japan, organized by
Professors Jézsef Kardos and Yuji Goto.
Professor Bellotti and | also attended this

seminar. The bilateral Workshop and

on

Seminar were supported by JSPS Joint
Seminar Programs. Before the Seminar,
Professor Bellotti and | started
collaborative work about the effect of
extracellular chaperones to the amyloid
fibril formation. | visited London four
times during the last two years for the
discussion with his team and this
became my fifth trip to London. Last
March, Professor Bellotti and | visited
JSPS London office, where Ms. Polly
Watson, International Programme
Coordinator, kindly explained how to
apply for the JSPS Joint Research Project
and encouraged us to put our full
passion and enthusiasm to the grant
Thus, |

enthusiastically all of our history and

proposal. described
future prospects in our grant proposal.
Fortunately, our proposal was accepted
in May and we could make this visit to
London.

One of the purposes of this visit, and
our JSPS grant proposal was to give
young investigators the opportunity to
present their data and to exchange
information  with

Thus,

valuable foreign

investigators. many young
investigators from Japan, UK, and lItaly
presented their ongoing, fresh data in

this seminar. In a relaxed, completely
19

informal atmosphere, we could enjoy

thorough, constructive discussion
together. At the round table session
Tuesday morning, we thoroughly
discussed the future perspective of our
collaboration and the possibility of
applying for the big international grant
together. Remarkably, at the conclusive
remark session in the Wednesday’s

morning, young  participants first
discussed the summary of this workshop
and future plans of our collaboration
without the accompaniment of old
professors, then presented their
proposal to the old professors. Their
proposal was fresh, enthusiastic and full
of inspiration, which was enough to
convince the old professors that they
will be developing the new horizon of
amyloid science by themselves. This
workshop will add an unforgettable new
page to the interaction and friendship of
all the participants and will be our
scientific inspiration forever.

Finally, we sincerely thank Professor
Kunio Takeyasu, the Director of JSPS
London office for giving us a speech at
the opening session and all of JSPS staff
for their continuous support of our

interaction and friendship.
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JSPS Core-to-Core Program

The official kick-off meeting of “A Consortium to Exploit
Photon and Electron Chirality in Advanced Materials”

University of Glasgow

Sunday 11th — Tuesday 13th October 2015

Prof Robert Stamps, University of Glasgow, UK Coordinator of
the Programme, Dr Donald Maclaren, University of Glasgow,
and Dr Yoshihiko Togawa, Associate Professor of Osaka
Prefecture University as well as Honorary Research Fellow of
University of Glasgow, organizing committee members of the
meeting report the enthusiastic atmosphere of the kick-off

meeting for the newly funded JSPS Core-to-Core Program.

The official kick-off meeting of “A
Consortium to Exploit Photon and
Electron Chirality in Advanced
Materials” was held on 11-13 October,
2015, on the campus of the University of
Glasgow. The consortium is funded by a
collaborative award that is co-sponsored
by JSPS and the Engineering and Physical
Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) of the
UK. It is led by a triumvirate of Prof.
Katsuya Inoue at Hiroshima University,
Japan, Prof. Alexander S. Ovchinnikov of
the Ural Federal University, Russia, and
Prof. Robert L. Stamps of the University
of Glasgow, UK. Members are mainly
drawn from these three countries but
the consortium has already expanded to
include researchers from Australia,
Spain, France, and Canada. One of our
aspirations for the next five years is to
transnational and

use the new

multidisciplinary collaborations of the
consortium to explore a novel research
field, driving us towards innovative
solutions to research challenges.

There were 38 participants at the
meeting, with 17 from Japan, 16 from
the UK, 3 from Spain, and 2 from the
USA. Highlights included invited talks by
the JSPS London director Kunio Takeyasu,
Simon Crook (Senior Physical Sciences
Manager, EPSRC), Prof. Laurence Barron
FRS FRSE, Prof. Kannan Krishnan of the
University of  Washington,  Prof.
Alexander Govorov (Ohio University),
and Dr. Paolo Vavassori (CIC nanoGUNE,
San Sebastian). Eighteen PhD students
and young post-doctoral researchers
contributed to the meeting and led a
lively poster session.

Our choice of venue is auspicious. The
which is  the

term  “chirality”,

20

kick-off meeting participants

consortium’s core theme, was originally
coined by Lord Kelvin of the University
of Glasgow in 1889. 100 years later, the
term was refined to include the concept
of dynamics by Prof. L. B. Barron, also of
Glasgow University. We were therefore
glad to formally launch the Core to Core
programme in the “Mecca” of chirality
research, and particularly honoured to
have Prof. Barron, a pioneer in the field,
attend.

The meeting’s research programme
was carefully balanced to leave time for
participants to talk each other and
brainstorm research ideas. It consisted
of four sessions: a series of short talks to
introduce and share ideas and difficult
problems; a poster session for PhD
students and young post-doctoral
researchers to showcase their research

activities; an invigorating brainstorming
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session that sought to identify our

immediate research goals and long

standing challenges; and evening
sessions that extended the research
discussions in a relaxed style. An
immediate outcome is the decision to
discussions to write a

use our

collaborative “roadmap for chirality
science” publication that will help to
define the main challenges (and
possible solutions) in chiral materials
science.

We are advised by Prof. K. Takeyasu to
manage the Core to Core program so
that each core institution contributes to
the research activities equally, thereby
improving the prospects for mutually-
beneficial international collaborations.
In this regard, we believe that our
consortium is very promising because:
(1) almost half of participants are PhD
students and young post-doctoral
researchers; (2) these researchers were
very active in the brainstorming session;
and (3) some of them are already
advancing their research projects by
working across three core institutions.
To conclude this essay, we would like to
show their feelings of the meeting. For

our fruitful collaborations, Slainte!

Comments from participants:

@ Mr. Yusuke Masaki (PhD student, University of Tokyo, doing theoretical works
at the University of Glasgow for these six months)

“I heard about a lot of open questions and outlooks in most of talks and
understood the latest trend in each research area and felt like the collaborations
are about to be kicked off and launched now. ”

@ Mr. Shun Hashiyada (PhD student, Institute of Molecular Science, doing
experiments together with the University of Glasgow since last year)

“I recognised again that there are some barriers between chiral optics and
magnetism in terms of characteristic scales of temperature and time. But | was
inspired a lot by talks given by energetic speakers who are leading each research
area. This is when we could start new interesting collaborations over such
boundaries. ”

@Dr. Francisco Gancalves, who joins the core-to-core project as a post-doctoral
researcher in Hiroshima & Osaka Pref. University, just after getting PhD at the
University of Glasgow.)

“This meeting gave me the chance to initiate a whole new network of
collaborators among some of the most advanced research facilities in Japan and
the UK. I'm really looking forward to move to and continue my research in
Japan.”

@Dr. Igor Proskurin, who moved from Russia to Japan and has been doing
research as a PhD researcher in Japan for more than three years.

“The kick-off meeting took place in the inspiring atmosphere of the University of
Glasgow where the term "chirality" was originally coined by Lord Kelvin. | wish
we should develop and promote the format of Round Table topic discussions
which seems to be quite effective for generating and exchanging new ideas.”
@Prof. Barron, the leading architect of our modern day understanding of
material chirality, summarised the science discussed at the meeting as
follows:“Chirality is the quintessential cross-disciplinary subject, and I'm sure
Lord Kelvin would have approved of this combination of world-leading expertise
from the Schools of Physics and Astronomy and Chemistry, together with
distinguished international collaborators, to develop new fundamental insights
and practical applications, especially those based on the subtle interplay of
chirality and magnetism, the exciting potential of which remains largely

untapped. ”
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Pre information event for JSPS fellows

Pre Departure Seminar and Alumni Evening

JSPS London
Wednesday 28h October 2015

The seminar started with welcoming
remarks from the Director of JSPS London,
Professor Kunio Takeyasu. This was
followed by a short self-introduction by
each participant so similar areas of
research and institutions being visited in
Japan could be linked. In this group our
fellows will be visiting a varied array of
departments at universities and research
top institutions all over Japan. From the
Department of Regenerative Medicine
and  Biomedical

Engineering, Saga

University in the south to the

International Research Institute of
Disaster Science at Tohoku University in
seminar was

northern Japan. The

presided over by Ms. Polly Watson,
International Programme Coordinator of
JSPS London, who at first explained the

purpose of the event and about the

different presentations that were to
follow. The first presentation by Ms.
Chigusa Ogaya, Deputy Director of JSPS
London, gave an essential introduction to
JSPS, the preparation JSPS researchers
need to make and kinds of assistance
available from JSPS. This was followed by
a presentation from Mr. Takafumi Okada,
International Programme Associate. He
explained about the various funding
opportunities seminar participants can be
involved in on their return to the UK as
ways to further develop their academic
links in Japan. These include the JSPS
international  programmes at  an
individual, departmental and institutional
level as well as the funding schemes of
the UK & Rol JSPS Alumni Association. Dr.
John Brazier, a JSPS Alumnus based at the

University of Reading, spoke next about

22

A seminar combining

information about JSPS funding

opportunities and preparations for a research trip to Japan
was organised by JSPS London. Participants included recent
awardees of several types of JSPS Fellowships to help them
prepare for their upcoming research visits to Japan.

AT —

Participants-of networking reception

his experiences of research environments

and living in Japan. He gave very
thoughtful and practical advice about
getting the most out of a JSPS Fellowship
and how he has used the experience to
advance his career on return to the UK.
Dr. Brazier’s presentation covered a wide
range of topics from Japanese customs,
mobile phones and budget airlines for
domestic travel to the atmosphere of
environments in

research Japanese

research institutions and building
networks with Japanese counterparts.
The purpose of this presentation was to
put to rest any anxieties and to get the
new JSPS fellows looking forward to
going to Japan. JSPS London was also
pleased to have in attendance a guest
speaker from the Daiwa Anglo-Japanese

Foundation, Ms. Susan Meehan, to make
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seminar participants aware about further
funding opportunities this distinguished
organisation offers to do research in
Japan. The presentations were followed
by a Q+A to formally discuss any pre
departure issues the seminar
participants were experiencing.

After the pre-departure seminar, the
UK & Rol JSPS Alumni Association held an
alumni evening for networking among

members and new JSPS fellows in a

Opening of the pre departure seminar from Professor Kunio
Takeyasu, Director of JSPS London

P
™™ Y ‘

Dr. Gorana Pobric, University of Manchester making an

relaxed atmosphere. The evening started
with an award ceremony for Alumni
granted in FY2015 either a BRIDGE
Fellowship that supports short research
trips to Japan or the Symposium Scheme
award that supports a UK-lapan
academic event at institutional level.
During the ceremony, each awardee was
invited to comment on their
achievements made using one of these

sources of funding and received a

congratulatory certificate and gift. In
FY2015, 5 BRIDGE Fellowship and 5
Symposium Scheme awards were made.

The award ceremony was followed by a
drinks reception and buffet to allow for
networking and the chance for further
information exchange between new
fellows and Alumni in preparation for

their trips to Japan.

“Experiences as a JSPS Fellow,” presentation from Dr. John

Brazier, University of Reading

acceptance speech for a JSPS BRIDGE Fellowship during

award ceremony

23

Participants expanding their researchers’ networks
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Comments from attendees:

@Dr. Ana Verissimo (University of Leicester), Short Term Pre/Postdoctoral Fellow

“This event provided a great opportunity to meet JSPS staff and previous fellows, who gave insights into life in Japan as well as
what they did next, and were available for discussion and questions. It was also very good to hear about the advantages of
becoming JSPS alumni and what further support JSPS has to offer. Attending the event prepares us for both visiting Japan and for

starting to plan what to do next upon our return.”

@ Mr. Max Lau (University of Oxford), Short Term Pre/Postdoctoral Fellowship

“The Pre-Departure Seminar and Reception presented everything that a British academic venturing to Japan for the first time
would want to know. Whether in formal Q&A or through casual chats over sushi and a beer, abstract knowledge that | was going
to Tokyo for a year became a more confident reality as everything from the complexities of opening a Japanese bank account to
surfing and skiing at the weekend were covered. As well as meeting others going out there this year, finding that once you were

part of the JSPS you were part of the community for life as an alumni member was a pleasure to learn.”

@Dr. Cornelia Lawson (University of Cambridge)
“Although I‘ve lived in Japan before, the event gave me the opportunity to find out new information about living in Japan and
about JSPS itself. It was also valuable and fun to meet everyone at JSPS and the other fellows, and especially to see the wide

range of topics being supported.”

@Dr. Tom Ducat (University of Warwick), Standard Term Postdoctoral Fellowship

“The JSPS Pre-departure Seminar provided an excellent occasion to learn more about moving to Japan. It helped me to think
through some aspects of moving that | may not have otherwise considered and also to discover more about my future
opportunities, both during my time in Japan and after. Combined with the Alumni evening, there were also excellent chances to

speak to previous JSPS fellows and to gain from their past experiences.”

@ Professor Wugiang Yang (University of Manchester), Short Term Invitation Fellowship

“The Pre-departure Seminar and Alumni evening held by the JSPS London Office was well organised. The members of staff in the
JSPS London office were very friendly. The event was very informative, from covering topics such as travelling, accommodation,
opening a bank account, health insurance, to Japanese culture and seasonal attractions. Dr John Brazier’s talk in particular
imparted a lot of very good information on these things. His experience both in Japan and after he completed his Fellowship was
very useful to know. In addition, the event provided us an opportunity to get to know other Fellows before going to Japan.

Overall, this event was excellent.”



Voice!/ from Alamni member

Vol.1 Prof. Andrew Quantock

PrfessosShigeru Kinoshita, Andrew unck,
and Noriko Koizumi (left to right) relaxing at a
Kyoto-Cardiff joint BBQ one evening at the
ARVO (Association for Research in Vision and
Ophthalmology) annual meeting in the USA

JSPS Alumni Association of the UK & ROI
(Republic of Ireland) and JSPS London
strongly encourage you to join our Alumni
after your JSPS fellowships.

This corner provides you with Alumni
member’s experience thorough JSPS
Fellowships and how they continue and
expand their research network now.
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Prof. Andrew Quantock

Professor of the School of Optometry and Vision Sciences in the
College of Biomedical and Life Sciences, Cardiff University, Wales,
UK

Biography

©1987-1992- Open University Oxford Research Unit, Oxford, UK
Research Assistant: Biophysics Group

©1992-1996- Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis,
USA. Research Associate: Department of Ophthalmology
©1996-1999 - Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine Kyoto, Japan
Research Associate: Department of Ophthalmology

©1999-2004- Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Lecturer: School of
Optometry and Vision Sciences

©2004-2009- Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Senior Lecturer: School
of Optometry and Vision Sciences

#2009-present-Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Professor: School of
Optometry and Vision Sciences

JSPS Concerning

©2000 JSPS Invitation Fellowship
©2009 JSPS FURUSATO Award
©2011 JSPS Symposium Scheme

exhaustive:

| suppose that mine is not a typical
story of how JSPS-funded UK-Japan
collaboration is usually initiated. After all,
it all started when | met a man in
Disneyland. To be more specific we met
at the Walt Disney Swan Resort in
Orlando, which was where the World
Cornea Congress was held in the mid-
1990s. And the man in question was
Professor Shigeru Kinoshita, a co-
organiser of the event. Prof Kinoshita
was and still is a highly influential and
respected corneal surgeon and clinician-
scientist whose motto is  “be
international”. At the time, | was a
youngish researcher from the UK, a few
years into my second postdoctoral

position at St Louis University in the USA.

In the lab in St Louis working jointly on
projects alongside me on laser-tissue
interactions and new ways of conducting
corneal laser surgery was Dr Mitsutoshi
Ito, a PhD candidate of Prof Kinoshita’s
in the Department of Ophthalmology,

Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine.

It was Mitsutoshi who suggested that |
consider a post-doctoral position in
Kyoto and arranged for me to meet Prof
Kinoshita at the Congress. At the time |
knew nothing of Japan, but was open to
new challenges, and Prof Kinoshita was
obviously keen to pursue the
internationalisation of the department
he had become chairman of a few years
previously. The meeting happened in a

corridor  and negotiations  were

25

“I hear you would like to come to
Kyoto?”

“Yes”

“Are you serious about it?”

“Yes”

“OK, | can bring you”.

So, in April 1996 | arrived in Kyoto and
was installed in a tatami-matted
apartment, beautifully situated just next
to the Kamo river, a lovely a ten minute
walk to the university. | immediately felt
very welcome in the department, and
simultaneously felt some pride at being
the first foreign researcher to work there.
Soon after my arrival the work ethic in
the university jumped out at me (and

gently shook me around a little). Unlike



anything I'd experienced previously in
the UK or US, the labs were commonly
populated by researchers late into the
evening. But the atmosphere during
those times was not one of a desperate
rush to meet an occasional deadline with
which | was familiar, but was invariably
convivial and more often than not sushi,
okonomiyaki, or noodle soup -- ramen,
udon or soba -- was delivered to the
central office area from local restaurants
for a shared dinner and as a break from
the lab work or manuscript writing. This
allusion of a shared experience is
purposeful, and it quickly became
apparent to me how strong the group
ethic in Japan was. | am minded of this
when | recall how | once expressed naive
concern to Prof Kinoshita when a group
of about a dozen staff were eating at a
small, speciality restaurant which only
sells fugu, or pufferfish as it is known in
the West. Parts of this fish are poisonous
and the chefs are highly skilled. But my
silly worries were smoothly allayed by
Prof Kinoshita, “It’s OK, if you die we all
die”: Now that’s a group ethic!

My time in Kyoto was productive
scientifically and | was able to work on a
number of projects in the fields of

corneal biology, pathology and tissue

engineering. | was particularly fortunate
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to get involved with research that
involved growing corneal epithelial cells
into monolayers which could then be
transplanted onto the cornea to cure
loss of vision caused by ocular surface
disease or this

injury. Nowadays

technique is wused in numerous
specialised medical centres worldwide,
but its success is based on the
pioneering work conducted in Kyoto,
and some other centres, in the late
1990s. Indeed, the lasting influence of
that research is evidenced by the fact
that three publications in 2000 (Koizumi
et al., Current Eye Research 2000;20:173-
1771 , Cornea 2000;19:65-712 , and
Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual
Science 2000;41:2506-2513)3 have been
cited over 1,000 times, which is fairly
impressive for the eye field.

To punctuate the high industry and
achievements of the researchers |
worked alongside, | was delighted to find
that numerous department parties and
dinners were organised to celebrate
various events. It was the norm for
everyone to attend and mix and mingle,
all the way from the most senior
academic to the most junior of new staff.
These events were hugely enjoyable and
promoted excellent bonding, and |

would like to think that if there is any

justice in the world my numerous and
melodious karaoke renditions of Tom

Jones’ “Green Green Grass of Home” will

be warmly remembered or

forgotten. After two and a half very
happy years in Kyoto | secured a faculty
position in Cardiff University, near my
hometown in Wales, UK, and took this

up in 1999. But, magnificently, the bonds

forged in Kyoto  remain

collaborations have blossomed

years since | left. And this is where the

JSPS came in,

support via its wide range of schemes at
all levels of academia. | have benefited

hugely from funding to cement and

strengthen research links

colleagues in Kyoto and Osaka, and

several talented young British scientists

have undertaken cornea

placements in Japan funded by JSPS-

London. In all cases this has hugely

benefitted both the careers and

experiences of those who have been

successful

those

JSPS-London support can be confident

that they have done so through what is

arobust and competitive

process.

When | look back and reflect, it is clear

that my time in Kyoto represents the

1. Noriko Koizumia, Tsutomu Inatomia, Chie Sotozonoa, Nigel J. Fullwooda, Andrew J. Quantock & Shigeru Kinoshitaa. Growth factor mRNA
and protein in preserved human amniotic membrane. Current Eye Research 2000;20:173-177

2 Noriko Koizumi, Tsutomu Inatomi, Andrew J. Quantock, Nigel J. Fullwood, Atsuyoshi Dota, Shigeru Kinoshita. Amniotic Membrane as a
Substrate for Cultivating Limbal Corneal Epithelial Cells for Autologous Transplantation in Rabbits. Cornea 2000;19:65-71

3 Noriko Koizumi, Nigel J. Fullwood, George Bairaktaris, Tsutomu Inatomi, Shigeru Kinoshita, Andrew J. Quantock. Cultivation of Corneal
Epithelial Cells on Intact and Denuded Human Amniotic Membrane. Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual Science 2000;41:2506-2513
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coldly

and

in the

providing tremendous

with my

research

in obtaining funding. And

individuals who have obtained

selection



single most pivotal experience of my
academic career. When | arrived in Kyoto
in 1996 | was assigned some desk space
about a metre wide in a short row of
adjoined desks facing a wall with a
bookshelf behind. Either side of me, each
with a glorious metre of their own, were
Noriko Koizumi and Kohji Nishida. Noriko
is now Professor of Biomedical
Engineering and Head of Faculty at
Doshisha University in Kyoto. Kohji is
Professor and Chairman of the
Department of Ophthalmology at Osaka
University. Both, therefore, are hugely
influential figures who emerged from
Prof Kinoshita’s department in the late
1990s, and that they make me feel like
the underachiever from that row of
three chairs in three meters goes
without saying! But, magnificently we all

continue to work and publish together.
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Indeed, a grant from JSPS-Tokyo
awarded to Prof Kinoshita has allowed
the placement in Cardiff University of a
number of highly talented vision
scientists. A JSPS-London Symposium
Grant in 2011 enabled us to hold a very
successful meeting in Cardiff, which

brought together numerous corneal
scientists from across the UK and Japan.
Working together over the years has led
to a great exchange of ideas as well as
lots of highly enjoyable scientific and
non-scientific discourse. It has also
resulted in more tangible outcomes such
as numerous joint papers and other
forms of recognition. For example, since
2009, Prof Kinoshita has been a Cardiff
University

Honorary Distinguished

Professor at the invitation of the

University’s Vice Chancellor and | am

Visiting Professor at Kyoto Prefectural

University of Medicine. Moreover, in
2013 | was awarded the Cardiff
University Celebrating Excellence award
for International Activities with Japan,
and in 2004 we (Prof Shigeru Kinoshita,
Prof Noriko Koizumi, Dr Nigel Fullwood
(Lancaster University) and me) were
fortunate enough to be awarded the
prestigious Daiwa Adrian Prize for
excellence in Anglo-Japanese research.
Without the help and support of the JSPS
none of this would have happened. So
hats-off to the organisation. JSPS-London,
in all its activities, is an absolutely
essential facilitator of scientific research
conducted between the UK and Japan,
and crucially has been highly influential
in enhancing the lives and careers of

many researchers, myself included.

Eye Researchers at Cardiff Castle. Left-to right. Yuji Tanaka,
Mayumi Yamamoto, Keith Meek, Noriko Koizumi, Andrew
Quantock, Naoki Okumura.
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JSPS Programme Information

This page provides you the useful information about JSPS Programmes and events. Please
check each website page for more details.
Application periods for these programmes are around the same time every year so you

can apply for next year (or next call) if you cannot prepare your application for this call.

JSPS Fellowship Programmes

*These application periods are for the head of the host institution to submit applications to JSPS Tokyo; the time frames
for host researchers to submit their applications to their institution are normally earlier. Therefore, Fellowship candidates
must discuss their preparation schedules with their host researchers.

@ Postdoctoral Fellowship Programmes
(Short-term/ Standard/ Pathway)

Short-term for North American and European Researchers
Call for FY2016 (2nd Recruitment)

Duration: 1 to 12 months

Application Period: 4- 8, Jan 2016

Commencement: 1, Jul 2016—- 31, Mar 2017

http://www.jsps.go.ip/english/e-fellow/application.html

*JSPS London also receives applications for Postdoctoral
Fellowship (Short-term) twice a year, usually in June and
December.

Applications need to be sent JSPS London DIRECTLY.
Application deadline: 1, Dec 2015

Commencement: 1, May 2016 - 31, Mar 2017
http://www.jsps.org/funding/2015/10/the-jsps-london-call-for-
the-prepost-doctoral-fellowship-for-foreign-researchers-short-
term.html

Standard

Call for FY2016 (2nd Recruitment)

Duration: 12 to 24 months

Application Period: 26, Apr 2016- 6, May 2016
Commencement: 1, Sep 2016- 30, Nov 2016

http://www.jsps.go.ip/english/e-fellow/application.html

*JSPS also receives applications for Standard fellowship through
nominating authorities in the UK. For information on the
application procedure, please contact directly the nominating
authorities which are British Academy (for all fields of the
humanities and social sciences/ application deadline: GMT17:00,

9, Dec 2015) and Royal Society (for the natural and physical
sciences/ application deadline: February, TBC).

BA: http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/jsps.cfm

RS: https://royalsociety.org/grants/schemes/jsps-postdoctoral/

@ Invitation Fellowship Programmes

(Long-term/ Short-term/ Short-term S)
*These programmes are designed to enable Japanese researchers
to invite their overseas colleagues to Japan to participate in
cooperative work and other academic activities. Researchers of all
countries having diplomatic relations with Japan are eligible.
Applications are submitted by the inviting researchers who wish to
host overseas researchers in Japan.
JSPS offers three Invitation Fellowships, which are Long-term
programme for lecturer to professor level, Short-term for reader
and professor etc. level, and Short-term S for Nobel laureate level.
Please check JSPS website as below for more details.

Call for FY2016 (2nd Recruitment)
Short-term

Duration: 14 to 60 days

Application period: 26, Apr 2016- 6, May 2016
Commencement: 1, Oct 2016— 31, Mar 2017

Short-term S

Duration: 7 to 30 days

Application period: 26, Apr 2016- 6, May 2016
Commencement: 1, Oct 2016— 31, Mar 2017
http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-inv/index.html

JSPS London Events

@ Symposium

* JSPS- JSC Collaborative Symposium:

“Cultivating UK-Japan Research Collaboration through Sports”
on 18, Dec 2015 at Loughborough University’s London Campus,
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park, London

*by invitation only
http://www.jsps.org/event/2015/10/jsps--jsc-collaborative-
symposium-cultivating-uk-japan-research-collaboration-through-
sports.html

* UK-Japan Symposium:

“Atomic and Molecular Manipulation: Force and Tunnel
Current in Scanning Probe Microscopy”

on 15 to 16, Dec 2015 at University of Nottingham

= A joint event with the British Academy :
“Issues of Globalisation- Growing Cities/ Growing Divides”

on 27,Jan 2016
* Details: TBC- Please see JSPS website for the latest information.
http://www.jsps.org/event/2015/10/index.html

@ JSPS Programme Information Event
* on 9 Dec 2015 at Imperial College University
* on 11 Feb 2016 at Newcastle University

*JSPS London visits universities in the UK time to time, to have a
programme information event to introduce and explain our
funding programmes. If you have any interest, please contact

http://samm.iopconfs.org/home JSPS London. (Nishizawa)
AXRZEMRESx OV MZER L 2— (JSPS London) JSPS=a—RALA—
14 Stephenson Way, London, NW1 2HD, United Kingdom BL1E: &Rk
Tel : +44 (0)20 7255 4660 | Fax : +44 (0)20 7255 4669 wRER: XKETE
E-mail : enquire@jsps.org | http://www.jsps.org WEEY AASX



http://www.jsps.go.jp/english/e-fellow/application.html
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http://www.britac.ac.uk/funding/guide/intl/jsps.cfm
https://royalsociety.org/grants/schemes/jsps-postdoctoral/
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