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Vol.1 Prof. Andrew Quantock
Prof. Andrew Quantock
Professor of the School of Optometry and Vision Sciences in the
College of Biomedical and Life Sciences, Cardiff University, Wales,
UK

Professors Shigeru Kinoshita, Andrew Quantock,
and Noriko Koizumi (left to right) relaxing at a
Kyoto-Cardiff joint BBQ one evening at the
ARVO (Association for Research in Vision and
Ophthalmology) annual meeting in the USA

JSPS Alumni Association of the UK & ROI
(Republic of Ireland) and JSPS London
strongly encourage you to join our Alumni
after your JSPS fellowships.
This corner provides you with Alumni
member’s experience thorough JSPS
Fellowships and how they continue and
expand their research network now.

Biography
•1987-1992- Open University Oxford Research Unit, Oxford, UK
Research Assistant: Biophysics Group
•1992-1996- Saint Louis University School of Medicine, St. Louis,
USA. Research Associate: Department of Ophthalmology
•1996-1999 - Kyoto Prefectural University of Medicine Kyoto, Japan
Research Associate: Department of Ophthalmology
•1999-2004- Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Lecturer: School of
Optometry and Vision Sciences
•2004-2009- Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Senior Lecturer: School
of Optometry and Vision Sciences
•2009-present-Cardiff University, Cardiff, UK Professor: School of
Optometry and Vision Sciences
JSPS Concerning
•2000 JSPS Invitation Fellowship
•2009 JSPS FURUSATO Award
•2011 JSPS Symposium Scheme
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anything I’d experienced previously in

to get involved with research that

justice in the world my numerous and

the UK or US, the labs were commonly

involved growing corneal epithelial cells
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populated by researchers late into the

into monolayers which could then be

Jones’ “Green Green Grass of Home” will

evening. But the atmosphere during
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be

those times was not one of a desperate

loss of vision caused by ocular surface

forgotten. After two and a half very
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this

happy years in Kyoto I secured a faculty
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position in Cardiff University, near my
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specialised medical centres worldwide,

hometown in Wales, UK, and took this
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forged
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and some other centres, in the late
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Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual
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when I recall how I once expressed naïve

Science 2000;41:2506-2513) have been
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several talented young British scientists
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impressive for the eye field.
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remembered

Kyoto

undertaken

or

coldly

remain

cornea

and

research

small, speciality restaurant which only

To punctuate the high industry and
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achievements of the researchers I
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the West. Parts of this fish are poisonous

worked alongside, I was delighted to find

benefitted both the careers and life

and the chefs are highly skilled. But my
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successful in obtaining funding. And

Prof Kinoshita, “It’s OK, if you die we all
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die”: Now that’s a group ethic!

everyone to attend and mix and mingle,

JSPS-London support can be confident
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that they have done so through what is
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academic to the most junior of new staff.
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Noriko Koizumia, Tsutomu Inatomia, Chie Sotozonoa, Nigel J. Fullwooda, Andrew J. Quantock & Shigeru Kinoshitaa. Growth factor mRNA
and protein in preserved human amniotic membrane. Current Eye Research 2000;20:173-177
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Noriko Koizumi, Tsutomu Inatomi, Andrew J. Quantock, Nigel J. Fullwood, Atsuyoshi Dota, Shigeru Kinoshita. Amniotic Membrane as a
Substrate for Cultivating Limbal Corneal Epithelial Cells for Autologous Transplantation in Rabbits. Cornea 2000;19:65-71
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Noriko Koizumi, Nigel J. Fullwood, George Bairaktaris, Tsutomu Inatomi, Shigeru Kinoshita, Andrew J. Quantock. Cultivation of Corneal
Epithelial Cells on Intact and Denuded Human Amniotic Membrane. Investigative Ophthalmology and Visual Science 2000;41:2506-2513
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single most pivotal experience of my

Indeed,

academic career. When I arrived in Kyoto

awarded to Prof Kinoshita has allowed

2013

in 1996 I was assigned some desk space

the placement in Cardiff University of a

University Celebrating Excellence award

about a metre wide in a short row of

number

vision

for International Activities with Japan,

adjoined desks facing a wall with a

scientists. A JSPS-London Symposium

and in 2004 we (Prof Shigeru Kinoshita,
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a
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from
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University of Medicine. Moreover, in
I

was
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Cardiff

Noriko Koizumi and Kohji Nishida. Noriko

brought together numerous corneal

fortunate enough to be awarded the

is

Biomedical

scientists from across the UK and Japan.

prestigious

Engineering and Head of Faculty at

Working together over the years has led

excellence in Anglo-Japanese research.

Doshisha University in Kyoto. Kohji is

to a great exchange of ideas as well as

Without the help and support of the JSPS

Professor

now

Professor

and

of

Chairman

of

Daiwa

Adrian

Prize for

the

lots of highly enjoyable scientific and

none of this would have happened. So

Department of Ophthalmology at Osaka

non-scientific discourse. It has also

hats-off to the organisation. JSPS-London,

University. Both, therefore, are hugely

resulted in more tangible outcomes such

in all its activities, is an absolutely

influential figures who emerged from

as numerous joint papers and other

essential facilitator of scientific research

Prof Kinoshita’s department in the late

forms of recognition. For example, since

conducted between the UK and Japan,

1990s, and that they make me feel like

2009, Prof Kinoshita has been a Cardiff

and crucially has been highly influential

the underachiever from that row of

University

in enhancing the lives and careers of

three chairs in three meters goes

Professor at the invitation of the

without saying! But, magnificently we all

University’s Vice Chancellor and I am

continue to work and publish together.

Visiting Professor at Kyoto Prefectural

Honorary

Distinguished

many researchers, myself included.

Eye Researchers at Cardiff Castle. Left-to right. Yuji Tanaka,
Mayumi Yamamoto, Keith Meek, Noriko Koizumi, Andrew
Quantock, Naoki Okumura.
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