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The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

• Founded in 1988 as a UK charity

• Generous donation from Daiwa Capital Markets 

• Aim to support closer links between the UK and Japan

• Headquarters in London; representative office in Tokyo 

• Recipient of the Japanese Ambassador’s commendation and the 
Japan–British Society (Japan) Award 

• The Foundation carries out work through three main activities:

• Scholarships 

•Grants 

• Events Daiwa Foundation Japan 
House, Regent’s Park



Daiwa Scholarships

• Established in 1991 (215 alumni)

• Unique fully-funded 20-month programme for British citizens 

• 1 month of Japanese language study in London

• 19 months in Japan: a year of language study in Tokyo, a one-month homestay, a 6-month 
work placement (arranged with help of our Tokyo Office)

• A small group – up to eight - of Scholars selected each year out of 200 to 250 applications

• Benefits:

• Flight to Japan to commence the programme (and return)

• Tuition covered (for duration of course)

• Stipend of ¥280,000 per month while in Japan (rent is around ¥80,000 or ¥90,000 a month; 
28% to 32% of the stipend)

• Support of our Tokyo Liaison Office

• Private Medical care



The five 2024 Daiwa Scholars include three scientists - ranging in expertise from biotechnology to  
 geology and robotics, an architect and a historian. 

 The Scholars have studied at the following institutions, some at more than one: Lancaster  
 University, University College London, University of Bath, University of Brighton, University of  
 Durham, University of Nottingham and University of Sheffield.



The three 2025 Daiwa Scholars include a filmmaker, an archaeologist interested in archery, and a games entrepreneur. 

 The Scholars have studied at the following institutions:
University of Exeter, Newcastle University and the London School of Economics and Political Sciences



Homestays and Work Placements 
https://www.instagram.com/reel/C8WrbUkvTXB/ 

https://www.instagram.com/reel/C8WrbUkvTXB/


Work 
Placements



Ben Outram was awarded a Daiwa Scholarship in 2013 after completing a 
Master’s in Physics and a DPhil in Engineering Science at the University of Oxford. 
Following the Daiwa Scholarship, he pursued research in Japan, shifting fields to 
complete a JSPS Postdoc in Virtual Reality and Media Technology at Keio Media 
Design. Returning to the UK in 2017, he worked in the VR industry, authored a 
book on liquid crystal technology, and founded Squingle Studios, a VR game 
studio. Squingle has seen successful business development from prototype to 
global publishing, culminating in a publishing deal with one of Japan’s leading VR 
game studios, MyDearest.

Author, Natasha Pulley 



Daiwa Scholarships in 
Japanese Studies

• Launched in April 2015

• Only open to British citizens who have (or a completing) a degree 
in Japanese Studies, comprising a significant amount of Japanese 
language study

• We will fund postgraduate studies (following on from the initial 
degree in Japanese) dedicated to Japan-related Studies.

• Applicants can choose to study at university in the UK or in Japan

• Benefits:

• Tuition covered (for duration of course)

• Stipend of £1,400 a month while in the UK and ¥280,000 per 
month while in Japan  

• Annual UK-Japan air fare paid

• Support of our Tokyo Liaison Office

• Private Medical care for those studying in Japan



Daiwa Foundation Small Grants

• £2,000-£9,000 

• Open to individuals, societies, associations or other bodies in the UK or Japan to 
promote and support interaction between the two countries

• Covers all fields of activity, including educational and grassroots exchanges, 
research travel, exhibitions

• Doesn’t cover visits to Japan from the UK (and vice versa) to support research, 
study or fieldwork by an individual student (if the study contributes to the 
requirements of the degree)

• New initiatives are especially encouraged

• UK applications to London; Japan applications to Tokyo

• Two deadlines a year: 31 March and 30 September  

• Results announced in late May and late November respectively 

• Average awarded is £3,000 to £4,000

• Approximately 22 Small Grants are funded per round

Small Grants



Daiwa Foundation Awards

• £9,000-£18,000 

• Collaborative projects that enable British and Japanese partners to 
work together within the context of an institutional relationship

• Projects in academic, professional, cultural and educational fields are 
eligible 

• All applications are submitted to our London office

• Two deadlines a year: 31 March and 30 September 

• Results announced in late May and late November respectively 

• Average awarded is £8,000 to £10,000

• Typically, 5 or 6 Awards are awarded per round

Awards



Support for postgraduate students
We can only support projects involving postgraduate students ... if the lead applicant is an academic and if 
the project involves “extra-curricular” activities and not compulsory activities or activities essential to 
completing a degree or course of study.

Twelve Loughborough University architecture students participated in a 
multi-university extracurricular architectural exchange which culminated 
in the construction of a full-scale pavilion at Hiroshima Institute of 
Technology. The designs were created collaboratively and with students 
from Hiroshima Institute of Technology, and Tokyo, Keio, Kyoto and 
Kyushu Universities. 

Nine De Montfort University Midwifery and Nursing students 
participated on an 11-day study visit to Juntendo University, Tokyo 
to inform academic insights into health and social care and develop 
practical skills.



Recent funding – a few examples 

In this Year of Wales and Japan 2025, members of the 
Aloud Charity (Only Boys Aloud) undertook a cultural 
exchange trip to Kyushu, where they collaborated with 
schools in Oita and Kitakyushu to create a song to be 
sung in both Japanese and Welsh, perform concerts, and 
provide a series of workshops with the schools.

World Ocean Summit 2025 – Tokyo: We supported travel to Tokyo 
in March 2025 by Professor Steve Widdicombe and Amy 
Kenworthy from the Plymouth Marine Laboratory to present at 
the World Ocean Summit 2025 and attend strategic meetings on 
Ocean Acidification.

Jurassic Maths Hub, Primary Maths Team 
(in partnership with Devon Education Services, Maths Team): 
We supported travel to Japan by maths teachers aiming to boost their 
knowledge of Japanese approaches to curriculum design and development with 
the aim of sharing learning across the national maths hub network and schools 
in the hub region, February 2025.



Recent funding
A Small Grant will support travel to the UK by a quintet from 
Japan led by Kosuke Mine who will perform at the EFG London 
Jazz Festival 2025 (14-23 November) as part of a Japanese double 
bill at the Barbican featuring Akiko Yano and her trio, 
23 November 2025.

The Oxford Botanic Garden and Arboretum has been leading a collaborative 
international plant collection and conservation programme in Japan which has 
resulted in the collection and ex-situ conservation of more than 400 plant 
species, some of which are endangered or critically endangered.  

In October 2025, the OBGA Curator travelled to Japan for three weeks 
accompanied by a junior member of OGBA staff, to deepen the partnership 
between OBGA, the Botanic Gardens of Toyama and additional partners in Japan 
through collaborative fieldwork, heritage plant repatriation, and the 
enhancement of Japanese plant collections at OBGA. 



Events
• Seminars, book launches and exhibitions at Daiwa Foundation Japan House

                                                                                closest Tube Station: Baker Street
•  

Feel free to sign up for our events. 
Good opportunity to meet a range of 
individuals working in the UK-Japan world.

Some are webinars or are livestreamed so 
can be attended by those outside of 
London.



Current Exhibition
ひろしま/hiroshima on until 24 November 2025

This exhibition showcases work by three acclaimed 
Japanese women artists. It encourages us to see Hiroshima 
as a city once again teeming with life.

Ishiuchi Miyako breathes new life into personal 
belongings, reviving the individual memories of those who 
once lived in Hiroshima. 

Fujioka Aya captures the city’s current tensions and 
dynamism through street photography.

Sasaoka Keiko has spent years photographing Hiroshima as 
a ‘Park City’, documenting the traces of memories that 
have vanished from today’s urban landscape.



The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

Daiwa Foundation Japan House
13/14 Cornwall Terrace
London NW1 4QP

• Tel :  020 7486 4348

• Email : grants@dajf.org.uk

scholarships@dajf.org.uk 

• Web : www.dajf.org.uk

•        : @DaiwaFoundation

•       :    @DaiwaFoundation

•      :    https://www.linkedin.com/company/daiwa-anglo-japanese-foundation/

TwitterLogo_#55acee

FB-f-Logo__blue_29

Please do contact us with any queries that you may have.

mailto:grants@dajf.org.uk
mailto:scholarships@dajf.org.uk
https://twitter.com/DaiwaFoundation
https://www.facebook.com/DaiwaFoundation/
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