
The Daiwa Anglo-Japanese Foundation

• Founded in 1988 as a UK charity

• Generous endowment from Daiwa Capital Markets 

• Aim to support closer links between the UK and Japan

• Headquarters in London; liaison office in Tokyo

The Foundation carries out work through three main 

activities: Scholarships, Grants and Events

Daiwa Foundation Japan 

House, Regent’s Park (near 

Baker Street tube station) 



Daiwa Foundation Small Grants

• £2,000-£9,000 

• Open to individuals, societies, associations or other bodies in the UK or 

Japan to promote and support interaction between the two countries

• Covers all fields of activity, including educational and grassroots 

exchanges, research travel, exhibitions

• Doesn’t cover visits between the UK and Japan to support research, 

study or fieldwork by an individual student

• New initiatives are especially encouraged

• UK-based applicants apply to London; Japan-based applicants to Tokyo

• Two deadlines a year: 31 March and 30 September  

• Results announced in late May and late November respectively 

• Average awarded is £3,000 to £4,000

• Approximately 22 Small Grants are funded per round



Small Grants

Grizedale Arts ran a 7-day long construction project led by experts 

from the UK and Japan. Participants got hands-on-experience of 

Japanese building and construction techniques combined with those 

pertaining to the Lake District. Over the course of the project, 

participants collaborated on the construction of a functional food store 

and fermentation space for use by the kitchen team at The Farmer’s 

Arms. The store is now finished and in use. 

The Noh play “Sumidagawa” will be 

performed on 18 June as one of the main 

events of the 75th Aldeburgh Festival.



Daiwa Foundation Awards

• £9,000-£18,000 

• Collaborative projects that enable British and Japanese partners to 

work together within the context of an institutional relationship

• Projects in academic, professional, cultural and educational fields are 

eligible 

• All applications to London

• Two deadlines a year: 31 March and 30 September 

• Results announced in late May and late November respectively 

• Average awarded is £8,000 to £10,000

• Approximately 3 to 8 Awards are awarded per round



Awards 2023 
An Award is supporting collaboration between the 

University of Aberdeen and the Institute for Planetary 

Materials at Okayama University

An Award is supporting travel from Japan by two curators and two 

craftspeople from the Hokusai Museum in Obuse to facilitate a 

three-week exhibition of digital projections and replicas of work by 

Katsushika Hokusai in Norfolk, which will form part of the year-

long 'Japan in Norwich' series to celebrate the 25th anniversary of 

the founding of the Sainsbury Institute for the Study of 

Japanese Arts and Cultures (SISJAC), summer 2024.



Awards and Small Grants

An Award supported the UN/REAL project Spearheaded by academics at the University of 

Wolverhampton and which positions the work of Kazuo Ishiguro and Haruki Murakami as 

the basis of a transcultural dialogue that rethinks the ways in which human lives are affected 

by digital technologies. 

Professor Sebastian Groes took part in a student-led seminar at Tsuru University as well as 

workshops at Waseda University and the University of Tokyo. The Japanese scholars will 

travel to the UK for the second part of the project at the Wolverhampton Literature Festival.

A Small Grant was awarded to support 

Hiroshi Sugimoto: Time Machine, the largest 

retrospective to date of Hiroshi Sugimoto, at 

the Hayward Gallery, 11 October 2023 until 7 

January 2024.

An Award supported Barbican Theatre Plymouth’s The Future 

Undokai Project which explored the future of intergenerational 

community sports and how communities might design new multi-player 

physical games. Plymouth will be home to its UK and European 

premiere, November 2023.



Daiwa Scholarships

• Established in 1991 (208 alumni)

• Unique 20-month programme for British citizens 

• 19 months in Japan: a year of language study, a one-month homestay,           

a 6-month work placement (arranged with help of our Tokyo Office)

• A small group – maximum of eight - Scholars selected each year



Daiwa Scholars 2024

Daiwa Scholars 2024: 

The sixScholars include an architect, a 

historian, an entrepreneur and three 

scientists specialising in biotechnology, 

geology and robotics. 



Daiwa Foundation Japanese Studies Scholarships

• Launched in April 2015

• Only open to British citizens who have (or a completing) a degree in Japanese 

Studies, comprising a significant amount (50%+) of Japanese language study

• Funding is for postgraduate studies (following on from the initial degree in 

Japanese) dedicated to Japan-related Studies.

• Applicants can choose to study at university in the UK or in Japan

• Benefits:

• Tuition covered (for duration of course)

• Stipend of £1,400 a month while in the UK and ¥260,000 per month while in Japan  

• Annual UK-Japan air fare paid

2023 Daiwa Scholars in Japanese Studies:

• Alana Stone is completing a PhD in Japanese Literature at UEA 

• Alfie Fellowes is studying for an MA in International Studies and Diplomacy at 

Soas

• 2024 Daiwa Scholars in Japanese Studies:

• Heidi Clark will begin an MA in Literary Translation at the University of East 

Anglia

• Claire Demenez is completing an MA in Japanese at Edinburgh

• Ruskin Harding will begin a DPhil in Japanese at Oxford



Support for postgraduate students

• Exchanges of research students by departments/laboratories 

• Conferences and workshops for research students

• Group field trips

….  where the lead applicant is an academic 

Royal College of Art, 3-week trip to Japan by 12 

Architecture students.

Nine De Montfort University Midwifery and Nursing 

students participated on an 11-day study visit to Juntendo 

University, Tokyo to inform academic insights into health and 

social care and develop practical skills.



Events
Seminars, book launches and exhibitions at Daiwa Foundation Japan House

Current exhibition: 

Japan, outside Japan by Miyuki Okuyama

– until 20 May 2024

Dear Japanese (2012-17) is a documentary made from her personal 

point of view as a Japanese individual living in the Netherlands, 

portraying the children of Japanese soldiers and Dutch-Indonesian 

women, born during the Pacific War in Indonesia, now living in the 

Netherlands. 

Michinoku Homeward: Walking towards the Northeast (2021) is a 

very personal documentary about Michinoku, Okuyama’s home region 

in north-eastern Japan.



Please keep in touch!

Daiwa Foundation Japan House

13/14 Cornwall Terrace

London NW1 4QP

Tel : 020 7486 4348

Email : grants@dajf.org.uk

scholarships@dajf.org.uk

Web : www.dajf.org.uk

:    @DaiwaFoundation

mailto:grants@dajf.org.uk
mailto:scholarships@dajf.org.uk
https://twitter.com/DaiwaFoundation
https://www.facebook.com/DaiwaFoundation/

