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Introduction

What is JSPS?

ÅEstablished in 1932

- through an endowment by Emperor Showa.

ÅJapanõs core funding agency

ÅThe entire spectrum of  academic fields

ÅCuriosity -driven research 

Japan Society for the Promotion of  Science

Crowing Rooster: 

Harbinger of  new knowledge that promises a 

brilliant future for humankind.



JSPS: A Funding Agency for òScienceó

JSPS funds:
ƞ Researches

- Grants -in-Aid, òKAKENHIó: \237.7 Billion (£14.5 Billion) /83,973 projects 

(FY2022)

for researchers at Japanese Institutions, regardless of  their nationality

ƞ Fellowships / Mobility

- for 1,492 pre -/post -docs/researchers  (FY2021)

ƞ International Collaborations
-Bi- and Multi - lateral

JSPS selects through:
ƞ Bottom -up approach : invite applications through open calls

ƞ Evaluations via peer review : competitive funding

ƞ Fair and transparent screening : 

make selections based on academic merit
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S&T Policy System in Japan

Universities and Research Institutes

Provides frameworks 

for S&T policy

General coordination

Provides S&T 

policies and 

budgets

Funding
Research

Funding

Research Funding

Japan Society for the Promotion of Science

(Curiosity -driven Approach)

Bottom -up Approach 

JST
Japan Science and Technology Agency

(Mission -oriented Approach)

Top-down Approach

Cabinet Office

MHLW
Ministry of Health, 

Labour and 

Welfare

MEXT
Ministry of Education, 

Culture, Sports, 

Science and 

Technology

METI
Ministry of 

Economy, Trade 

and Industry

Other 

Ministries

NEDO

Prime Minister

Researchers

Council for Science, Technology

and Innovation (CSTI)

AMED
(2015 -)
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(2) Providing Platforms for International Training for Young Researchers

Frontiers of  Science (FoS) Symposia

HOPE Meeting

(1) Supporting International Joint Research and Seminars

Bilateral Programs

International Joint Research Programs

Core -to -Core Program

(3) International Fellowships for Research in Japan

Postdoctoral Fellowships for Research in Japan

Invitational Fellowships for Research in Japan 

(4) Support for Outbound Young Japanese Researchers

Overseas Research Fellowships

Challenge Program for Young Researchers

(5) Building Robust International Research Networks and Infrastructures

Global Research Council (GRC) 

JSPS Overseas Offices 

Support for Creating an Overseas Researcher Community 6

JSPS International Programs
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Number of  Researchers Exchanged under JSPS Programs

Foreign Researchers Ÿ Japan

Japanese Researchers Ÿ Abroad

FY2020 FY2021

Total

3,040

Total

4,678

Total

824

Total

477

Total

813

Total

679

UK
169 UK

(20

UK
21

UK
314

UK
(42

UK
53

FY2019
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Pre/Postdocs Postdocs Mid-career Professor

Standard 

Program

Short -term

Program

(Postdoc)

Summer 

Program

Short -term 

Program

(Invitation)

Long -

term 

Program

JSPS Fellowship Program

Researchers Exchanged

(UK / Total)
FY2017 FY2018 FY2019 FY2020 FY2021

Postdoctoral 

Fellowships
74 / 1,142 76 / 1,150 51 / 1,083 18 / 757 19 / 672

Invitational Fellowships 22 / 307 17 / 261 22 / 236 1 / 44 2 / 56

For details, please check our leaflet or visit our 

website!



JSPS Fellowship 

Bright Stories
Voice of  Former JSPS 

Fellows

Introduction

Introduction of  Former 

JSPS Fellows (underway) 
Members of  JSPS Alumni Association of  

the UK and Ireland

Dr. Sandra CHAMPMAN Dr. Peter NORREYS Dr. Mohammad Ghavami

Dr. Angus DAVISON Dr. Erica BAFFELLI

Dr. Chris PEARSON Dr. Davide MARIOTTI

Dr. Ciaran MORRISON

Dr. Brian OôROURKE Dr. Steven HAYWARD


